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Amendments To The Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for facilitating the 
administration of a subsidiary account within a database contained within a host computer 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving, at said a host computer, a request to establish for a subsidiary account 

linked to a parent account said requ e st id e ntifying a poront account, 

wherein said parent account b e ing is a financial account , said parent 
account having a parent spending powe r, wherein said parent spending 
power is a credit limit for said parent account: 
e stabliohing linking, at said host computer, said subsidiary account to said parent 

account, ooid subsidiary account having a subsidiary cpondinn capacity powor linked to 

said parent spending power, 

wherein said subsidiary account is a financial account having a subsidiary 
spending power, said subsidiary spending power is a credit limit for said 
subsidiary account and said subsidiary account spending power is 
configured to consume at least part of said parent spending capacity power 
to facilitate payment for a transaction : and 
v reducing, at said host computer, said parent spending power by an amount less 

than said subsidiary spending capacity power when said subsidiary account is linked to 

said parent account, j-and 

ostabliohing, at said host oomputor, at loast on e oponding limit configured to afFoot said 
Gponding capacity. 

2. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 4- 
21 , wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed per transaction. 

3. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 4- 
21, wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed per day. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim + 
21, wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed during a predetermined time period. 

5. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 4- 
21, wherein $ajd flep of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed at a particular merchant. 

* 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim + 
2L wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed at a particular chain of merchants. 

7. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim ± 
21, wherein said step , o f establishing said spending is based upon a maximum transaction amount 
allowed at a particular industry type. 

8. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 4- 
2L wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed in accordance with a predetermined rate of change over time. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 1 , 
wherein said step of receiving said request comprises: 

■ 

receiving said request via a means for communication selected from the group consisting 
of a telephone, a pager, a computer, a digital communications device, a television, a personal 
digital assistant, and a facsimile machine. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising the steps of: 

monitoring spending activity facilitated by at least one of said parent account and said 
subsidiary account; and 
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modifying at least one of said parent spending power and said subsidiary spending 
Gapaeky power based at least in part on said spending activity. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for administering a subsidiary account within a 
computing system, said computer system comprising: 

an account administrator module in communication with a transaction administrator 
module; 

a settler module; and 

a statement generator module, 

wherein said account administrator module is configured to: 

receive a request for one or more subsidiary accounts from a parent having 
linked to a parent account, said parent account includin g a Dare nt account spending pnw*r 
wherein said parent account spending power i s a credit limit for said parent account fnniiit^r , ™ 
ostabliahmont of ono ormoro cuboidiary account s * ; said one or more subsidiary accounts 
including a subsidiary spending capacity power, wherein said subsidiary spending p ower is 
a limit for said subsidiary account, and said subsidia ry spending nnwer is less than , ^ 



_.a 

c 

parent spending power 1 and 

e stablish at looot one spending limit in said par out account, and 

aff e ct paid spending limit reduce said p arent spending power by an ^imf 

less than said subsidiary spending capacity power when said subsidiary account is linked <*M 

parent account 

whoroin paid traj^uution adminiotrator modulo io configured to facilitate 
fera saotiona docroasing paid subaidiary sponding oapaoity, 

wherein said settler module is configured to facilitate providing a settling 
payment to a merchant, and 

wherein said statement generator module is configured to facilitate generating a 
parent account statement. 



12. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon a 
plurality of instructions, said plurality of instructions when executed by a processor, cause said 
processor to perform a method comprising the steps of: 
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receiving a request to ostablioh for a subsidiary account linked to a parent account said 
roquost identifying a parent aooount, said parent account being a financial account, and said 
parent account having a parent spending powe r, said subsidiary amount being a financial 
account, and said subsidiary account having a su bsidiary spending power, wherein said p arent 
spending power is a credit limit fhr * ? iH parent account, and said subsidiary spending power is a 
credit limit for said subsidiary account: 

e DtobliGhing linking said subsidiary account to said parent account ooid subsidiary 
aooount having a cubsidiary oponding oapaoity link e d to paid par e nt oponding powor, wherein 
said subsidiary aeeemrt spending power is configured to consume at least part of said parent 
spending power: and capacity to facilitate) paym e nt for a tnmsaotion; 

reducing said parent spending power by an amount less than said subsidiary spending 
eapaeky power when said subsidiary account is linked to said parent account. ±<md 

eatabliohing at loost on e oponding limit configured to affoot ooid spending capacit y 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 1 2, 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed per transaction. 

14. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 43 22, 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed per day. 



1 5 . (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim +3 22, 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed during a predetermined time period. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 43 22, 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed at a particular merchant. 
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1 7 . (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim i2 22, 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed at a particular chain of merchants. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 42 22, 
. wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 

amount allowed at a particular industry type. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 45 22. 
wherein said step of establishing said spending limit is based upon a maximum transaction 
amount allowed in accordance with a predetermined rate of change over time. 

20. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium according to claim 12, 
wherein said step of receiving said request comprises: 

receiving said request via a means for communication selected from the group consisting 
of a telephone, a pager, a computer, a digital communications device, a television, a personal 
digital assistant, and a facsimile machine. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium according to claim 12, 
wherein the method further comprises the steps of: 

monitoring spending activity facilitated by at least one of said parent account and said 
subsidiary account; and 

modifying at least one of said parent spending power and said subsidiary spending 
eapaoity power based at least in part on said spending activity. 

22. (New) The computer-implemented method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of: 

establishing, at said host computer, at least one spending limit configured to affect at least 
one of said parent spending power and said subsidiary spending power. 
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23. (New) The machine-readable medium according to claim 12, further comprising 
the step of: 

establishing at least one spending limit configured to affect at least one of said parent 
spending power and said subsidiary spending power. 
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